|talian Heritage & Culture Committee

of New York, Inc.

Sponsors of Italian Heritage & Culture Month « Mese della Cultura Italiana

Founding Chairman
Gran. Uff. Angelo Gimondo, Ph.D.

Honorary Chairpersons

Minister Francesco Genuardi

Consul General of Italy

Prof. Fabio Finotti

Director, Italian Cultural Institute, New York
Marian U. Pardo

President, Columbus Citizens Foundation
Cav. di Gr. Cr. Hon. Dominic R. Massaro
Justice, NYS Supreme Court

Uff. Joseph V. Scelsa, Ed.D.

President, Italian American Museum

Cav. Anthony Julian Tamburri, Ph.D.

Dean, John D. Calandra Italian American
Institute, Queens College/CUNY

President and Chairman
Comm. Joseph Sciame
Vice President

Maria C. Marinello, Esq.
Secretary

Elisabetta Calello
Treasurer

John Mustaro, P.E.

Committee Chairs
Marketing

Rosa Casiello O’Day
Membership

William Russo
Programming

Cav. Joan Marchi Migliori
Public Relations

Nancy J. Indelicato
Special Projects

Cav. Giuliana Ridolfi Cardillo

Legal Advisor
Josephine Belli, Esq.

Board of Directors

Uff. George Altomare
Claudia Massimo Berns
Claudia Carbone, Esq.
Dott.ssa Antonella DeGennaro
Joseph DiPietro

Uff. Maria Fosco

Barbara Gerard, Ed.D.
Jennifer Adriana LaDelfa
Uff. Mico Delianova Licastro
Prof. Lucrezia Lindia

Cav. Josephine A. Maietta
Cav. Dott. Berardo Paradiso
Cav. MaryAnn Re, Ph.D

Board of Advisors
Stephen R. Aiello, Ph.D.
Stefano Albertini, Ph.D.
Cav. Anthony Brusco
Louis Calvelli

Giuseppe Cirnigliaro, J.D.
Rosanna Coscia
Gaetano Cipolla, Ph.D.
John Battista De Santis
Cav. Prof. Mario Fratti
Frances Fusco

Rosa Ricco Pietanza
Wanda Radetti

Cav. Angelo Siciliano

Rev.3-17-21

PRESS RELEASE

Contact: Nancy Indelicato, Chair Public Relations
Italian Heritage and Culture Committee of NY, Inc.

naindel@hotmail.com March 2021

Italian Heritage and Culture Committee of New York
Celebrates the Genius of Dante, the Great Italian Poet
Who Unified Italy through Language
Dante 700!

Nel mezzo del cammin di nostra vita

The Italian Heritage and Culture Committee - New York, Inc. (IHCC-NY) celebrates the genius
of Dante Alighieri, the great medieval poet and philosopher. On the afternoon of March 25, a reading
of excerpts from the Divina Commedia (Divine Comedy) will be presented at the Dante Statue at
Dante Park, positioned in front of Lincoln Center at 63rd Street and Broadway. The John D. Calandra
Institute, CUNY, will be the site of a Dante symposium later in the day.

The New York events follow the Italian government’s designation in 2020 of an annual national day
dedicated to the poet, known as the “Father of the Italian language,” as proposed by the Italian
Minister of Culture, Dario Franceschini. March 25th is thought to be the date for the start of the
journey in Dante’s Divina Commedia. This anticipated the 2021 700th anniversary of Dante’s death
with numerous commemorative events among educational and cultural institutions, including the
Dante Societies, in Italy and worldwide.

Dante’s importance includes his being the first to use the Florentine vernacular in a major literary
work, rather than in Latin, which had been accessible to only the well-educated. Dante set a precedent
that later Italian writers, such as Boccaccio and Tasso, followed. This was an incredible act, which
enabled a wider audience among the populous, and, even more importantly, established his Italian
as the accepted national language, unifying the people of Italy across diverse regions and dialects.

His Divina Commedia with Dante’s journey through Inferno, Purgatorio and Paradiso, guided first
by Virgil, the ancient Roman poet, and then by Beatrice, his idealized love, takes the reader through
his epic philosophical poem, considered to be the greatest poem of all times.

Of note, the journey of Dante’s sculpture in New York mirrored the arduous journey throughout the
Divina Commedia, through the Inferno. Initiated by Carlo Barsotti, Editor, /I Progresso, created by
the Sicilian sculptor Ettore Ximenes, and funded by NY Italians, the artwork faced several
controversies, including its non-acceptance by the NY Mayor, Parks Commissioner, Municipal Arts
Commission and a divided Italian community. It languished first on the docks in Hoboken, NJ, and
then in storage for almost a decade, waiting for its redemption to be on public view. Ultimately
resolved, it was dedicated in 1921, but only through the perseverance of its creators and Italians in
NY and Rome.

In saluting the efforts of the IHCC’s Dante Day Planning Committee spearheaded by its chairman
Uff. Mico Delianova Licastro, to honor Dante, Comm. Joseph Sciame, president/chair, stated that:
“This first and early celebration of Dante in New York City was well thought out and appreciation
is extended to the IHCC Board of Directors, who annually help create such events in enhancing
heritage and culture. In 2021 with Dante, there is no better thematic honoree!”
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